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Dear Friends,

Pastor’s Letter

Advent has begun. While I am never really ready for Advent this year I am especially not
ready. I had hoped that Advent would bring with it the joy of regathering for in-person
worship. We know that in spite of our longings it is just not safe. Advent bring this year
the strange feeling of intrusion and the promise of hope that is so needed right now.
It feels like an intrusion because this is the time of year when we enjoy spreading fa
la las and good cheer. It is a time to light luminaries and go caroling from house to
house. It is a time when we usually find ourselves rushing out to a store to just pick up
one more thing. It feels like an intrusion because we cannot safely do those things. It
doesn’t feel like a good time for Advent as the world deals with this deadly viral threat.
Madeleine L’Engle reminds us there is never a good time. “God did not wait for the
perfect time. God came when the need was deep and great. God dined with sinners
in all their grime, turned water into wine. God did not wait till hearts were pure.”
She makes an important point; God didn’t come when we were ready. God came
when we needed hope and new life. If God waited for us to be ready, we would
still be waiting for the birth of Jesus. The 1956 Broadway musical hit Mame has
a song called “We need a little Christmas.” The chorus gives us this perspective
”For we need a little Christmas Right this very minute Candles in the
window Carols at the spinet Yes, we need a little Christmas Right this very
minute Hasn’t snowed a single flurry, but Santa dear we’re in a hurry”
Maybe Advent is exactly what we need right now. Maybe we need a little Christmas
right this very minute as we navigate this “Corona Christmas.” An Advent where we
stay home, write cards to friends, watch “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “The Grinch.”
Maybe we need to watch for the star and thoughtfully embrace the miracle
that was first announced by angels and revealed to shepherds. Maybe God
knows this is the perfect time for us to focus on hope and the promised miracle.
Advent blessings,
Faithfully,

November Consistory Meeting
Thank you to all who participated in the Fall
Congregational Meeting. A quorum was established
by the number of ballots received. Both the budget
and the Consistory members received overwhelming
support from those voting.
At the Consistory Meeting on 11/12/20, a discussion
was held on the drive through Communion scheduled
for 11/22/20. We agreed to move forward and approved
the purchase of a canopy tent to provide some shelter
from the weather for Pastor Tim. The Food Ingathering
plans for the same time were completed. A big thanks
to the Snellings for collecting the items in their pickup
and dropping off at the Salvation Army.
October income for 2020 was very generous. A CD
from Home Bank matured and the Assets Committee
opted to reinvest it into a money market account due to
the low interest rates in the current market. At the time
of the meeting, we still had some outstanding pledges
that had not been returned. Due to the pandemic,
financial uncertainty is a real and valid concern for
our members. We are very conscious of the financial
concerns members may be struggling with during this
time.
Plans for Advent and Christmas Eve services are
in process. We continue to face Covid challenges
and concerns for our community by practicing safe
distancing and following recommendations sent from
the task force for Adams County.
Prayers for Safety and Wellbeing!
Respectfully,
Lila Warning
Consistory President

December Worship Series
Living through a pandemic is not for the weak or fainthearted. Currently infection rates are rising and people in the U.S.
are dying at a rate of one person every minute. If ever there was
a time, when we needed hope, it is now. Hope is infused in every aspect of the Christmas story. Each week we will reflect on
the hope that God provides. As we journey through this difficult time we have to decide if we will choose despair or hope.
-

Choose Hope!
November 29, 2020
The HOPE of the Prophet’s Heart ~ Isaiah 11:1-9
December 6, 2020
The HOPE of a new heart ~ Luke 3:1-17
December 13, 2020
The HOPE of the Father’s heart ~ Matthew 1:18-25
December 20, 2020
The HOPE of the Mother’s heart ~ Luke 1:28-31
December 24, 2019
The HOPE of the Angels and Shepherds ~ Luke 2:1-20
Drive Through Communion
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
December 27, 2019
The HOPE of the Wise Ones Heart ~ Matthew 2:1-12

.

Service of Lessons & Carols
Online Celebration
The 31st annual service of Lessons and Carols will be online this year. Instead of our
choirs being featured, soloist and instrumentalist will provide the music. Safety protocols
are being followed as the worship is taped in segments. The Christmas story read from
passages in Holy Scripture is interspersed with cherished music of the season.
The service will be posted December 16th.
This delightful tradition featuring an evening of holiday music and scripture is sure to
usher in the Christmas spirit. Please invite a friend by sharing the link to the service.

Blue Christmas Service
Trinity will host an online “Blue Christmas Service” posted on December 22nd. The tradition
of a Blue Christmas service has also been called “The Longest Night service.” Historically,
churches who observed this custom gathered on the winter solstice, which is the longest night
of the year. This service is designed for people who are grieving and experiencing sadness
around the holidays. Trinity’s service will be meditative and reflective with beautiful music and
special readings.
In the style of Lament Psalms, we will move from sadness to hope. Particularly this year,
we have experienced so much loss, constant disruptions, and too much isolation due to the
pandemic. This service is designed to acknowledge all we have been through and praise God
for continuing to provide us hope and courage.

Christmas Eve Drive-through
Communion & Candle Lighting
On Thursday, December 24th there will be a worship celebration of Christ’s birth
posted on our YouTube channel, and there will be links on our Facebook page and
website. Worship will include special music, carols, and communion liturgy. You
are invited to come to Trinity for Drive Through Communion from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
on Christmas Eve. You will be given a battery-powered candle and invited to park
and wait in your car until all have received communion. Our curbside communion
will conclude with us lighting our candles and singing Silent Night together as a
community of faith.

Christmas for Shut-in Members
This year there will be no Giving Tree. It has been a difficult year for our members in the
nursing homes and those that are home bound. Most have been quarantined in their
rooms on more than one occasion. Please remember them when you are writing your
Christmas cards. Your gift of love can be sent in the mail. Some nursing homes have a
drop off at their door for mail to be received as well. Here is a list for our nursing home
& shut-in members.
GOOD SAMARITAN HOME - 223-8717
2130 Harrison Street
Bob Bizer Anna Brown #427
Carlene Davis Room 22 Dorothy Krohn 337 Eastbrook
J.B. & Imogene Weston 515 Eber
Norma Wuestenberg 603 Southern Court

ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME-222-8641
1707 North 12th. Street
Junior Fleer-Schaper’s Room 103 B

HOME SHUT-IN

Mary Boyer 2131 Sunnybrook W.
Paul Slack 3610 Stonegate
Jackie Schmidt 740 Valley Road
Phyllis Bracey 17845 310th. Ave Canton MO 63435-3404

OUT OF TOWN

Evelyn Proctor Strecker Road #B211 Ellisville, MO 63011-9725
Rev. Dean Bauch
24 8th Street NW Room 2604
Rochester MN 55901-6817

Christmas during COVID-19
Nothing Can Separate Us...
Nothing can separate us from the love of God
In a far-away land, a long time ago, a teenage mom gave birth in a
smelly cow shed, her promised husband alongside her. The child
was wrapped in rags and cradled in a feeding trough. The heavens
rejoiced, the angels sang, shepherds rushed to see, and the wise
ones came. They gathered to see love born into the world.
The stars were extra bright, but the world hardly took notice. Herod
tried to stop it but the blood he shed could not erase the love born
in Bethlehem. Many have tried but they could not stop love from
entering hearts and changing lives. Not even a rugged cross could
stop his love.
Wars and dictators and corrupt politicians have failed to stop the
love. Today an invisible virus circles the globe leaving sickness,
fear, and death wherever it goes. Will isolation, N95 masks, and
social distancing stop the love? Herod couldn’t stop it, Hitler
couldn’t stop it, even the most ruthless dictators couldn’t stop
the love.
Christmas will come, love will win. With hand washing,
distance worship, face coverings and hope for tomorrow,
Christmas will come. Because Christmas isn’t in the mall or
under the tree, Christmas isn’t wrapped in a bow, delivered
by Amazon or found in the pews.
Christmas comes in our hearts, and nothing can separate
us from love of God made real in the child born to show the
world—rude and bare, the essence of love.

Poinsettias Will Decorate
the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve
Beautiful potted red poinsettias will adorn our altar and chancel on Christmas Eve. The cost
is $5.00 each. In the days following Christmas the plants will be taken to shut-ins and nursing
homes. Orders can be mailed to the church office any time before December 16th. Giving a
poinsettia is a nice way to remember a loved one who has died.
Giving a poinsettia is a lovely way to express thanksgiving for someone or something. Giving
a poinsettia is a nice way to celebrate a birthday or an anniversary. We will pass out a booklet
recording the names of those remembered and celebrated at drive through communion on
Christmas Eve. We will also publish the names in the January Signal Light. Thank you for your
support of this project and your sacred remembrances.

This Poinsettias is given
IN MEMORY

IN THANKSGIVING

IN CELEBRATION

(Circle one)
OF _______________________________________________________
BY________________________________________________________
Amount_____________________ Envelope #______________________

Financial Update
In this time when it is not safe for us to meet in person, the church continues to be supported by
your gifts. Though our expenses are exceeding income we are grateful for all who continue to mail
checks, drop off gifts or use our online giving platform on the website. In the month of June more
than $3,000 was given through the website.
We are blessed to have the capability to give to the church through our website. There is a giving
tab in the top right corner of the screen. Gifts can be made to general fund giving as well as memorials. The following giving options are available:
•
Online giving through the website https://trinitychurchquincy.com/giving/
Thank you for your continued financial support. We continue to only make bank deposits every two
weeks and it may take a little longer for your check to clear the bank.

2020 Chrismas Fund Special Mission
Offering
For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund
has been a way to ensure that a light of love and hope will always shine for faithful servants of our
church who find themselves facing unforeseen financial need. We are grateful for the generosity
of all who contributed to the offering which enables pension supplementation, health premium
supplementation, special grants for emergencies and Christmas “Thank You’ gift checks to over
1,000 individuals and families in need. Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing
number of retirees whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This
is your opportunity to participate in God’s promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion
and care. There is an envelope enclosed in this newsletter.

Air Conditioning Fund

Envelopes will be at the west door table or in the foyer and periodically in the Signal Light until our
goal has been reached. If you are sending a gift in the mail be sure to specify Air Conditioning Fund
in the memo area of your check.

Thank you! 2019 & 2020 Gifts Received: $13,220.00

Neighbors in Need Update
Thank you to all that gave a gift.
Neighbors in Need offering Gift total: $145.00

Trinity Members Hospitalized
Trinity members hospitalized since the November 2020 Signal Light: Norma Moore

Memorials

MEMORIAL FUND

MEMORIAL FUND
To: Charlie Nell
From: Dean & Sue Paisley
To: Alice Tournear
From: Dale & Mary Wuestenfeld

Thank You
Thank you to all that stopped by Jeff’s retirement drive by celebration or sent cards. We love our Trinity family. Marty & Jeff
Burns

Crop Walk Update
Thank you to all that walked or gave a gift.
Trinity’s Total: $640.00
Total from all church/organizations: $1,815.00
Trinity UCC						
Union United Methodist			
Vermont Street United Methodist
Christ Lutheran 					
Chaddock						
							
Total

$ 640.00
$ 150.00
$ 510.00
$ 265.00
$ 250.00
$1,815.00

Prayer List
Norma Moore, Jodie Knight, Ann Mitchell, Steve Homan, Carolyn Ellerman, Mary
Boyer, Donna Nell, Shirley Kroner, Steve Cole, Mavis VanCamp, Glen Hollyman, Dick
& Georgia Tournear, Marilyn Griffin, Don Tallcott, Katie Durk, Judith Stoermer, Carlene
Davis, Andy Knight, Dorothy Krohn, Christian Caley, Steve Lock and Mike Jackson,
Leo Henning, Beka Zwirtz, Mary Jones, Ray Southard, Mildred Crane, Jimmy and
Caitlin Garcia, Beth Harscher, Tim Miller, Jim Foster, Mary Feeny, Ken Herman, Bob
Standbridge, Glenn Cox, Russell Orr, Sarah Shelley, Donna Braden, Kim Meyer, Phil
Worrell, Donna McClelland, Sondi Miller, Mary Dyer, Kevin Rockhold, Bill Lahrman,
Conner Redington, Ron Gaus, Linda Vandiver, John Rudicil, Marty Ohnemus, Brian
Cox, Dr. Kent Palmer, Marilyn VanBlair, Max Miller, Teresa Sweet, Ginny Tobin, Mike
Rokita, Lisa Gengenbacher, Dave Holtschlag, Tim Axton, Jeff Bates, Imogene & J.B.
Weston, Cindy Trower, Bob Bizer, Kim Stratman, Bill Gilbert, Eli Campos, Sammy
Adcox, Alan & Rosemary Fries, Jimmy Steinkamp, Tim Dittmer, Alexandra & Isabelle
Durk, Marcia Moss, David Travis, Lori Gordon, Lisa Wood, Briley & Grayson Zibilski,
Nancy McCarty, Lori Kraus, Richard Brown, Vicki McColez, Mike & Sandy Schmid,
Penny Norton, Kyle Benson, Vickie Fischer, Colin Little, Hayden Wheatley, Jan Lee
Wansley, Colette Gaston, Linda Atkins, Vickie Schoffmit, Liam Combs, Steve Withers,
Mary Frasch, Prudince McKenadey, Bob McCleary, Ty Sharify, Beverly Hurt, Pauline
Poppe, Sydney Jean Meade, Sue Foster, Kristopher Schreacke, Hayden Pegues,
Conner Smith, Shirley Martin, Gary Glover, Hannah McVeigh, Evan Mencer, Julie
Hamilton, Dustin Humphrey, Carolyn Lauder, Yvonne & David Stone, Millie & Bob
Meyer, Mary Loos, Ella Cain, Pauline Willbanks, Mary Chamberlain, Pat Hillerts, Kim
Tryon, Carol Holbrook, Allison Weibring, Barbara Savell, Sue Mann, Edna Walker,
Al Rankin, Lee Koch, Bennett Dredge, Jeremy & family, Abbie, Blaine, Jamie, Mike,
Toby, Ashley, Stephanie & family, Calvin, Annie, Ella, Abbie, Rebekah, Carla, Isabella,
Katie, Alisha, Tonya, Valerie, Jake, David, Leslie, Alex, Don, Amanda, Philip and the
Armed Forces. Please pray for the families and friends of Ann Young, Baby Myles,
Cathy Ussery Julie McEwen, Garold Schumaker and Alice Tournear in this time of
grief and those who are recipients of our Love Gift offerings.

December Birthdays
1		Cheryl Otten			16
Barb Ray
		Erin Cox				Halle Barnes
		
Jake Buckner Hildebrand 18
Diana Gilliland
2		
Patrick Deeter		
19
Evan Boyer
		Paul Slack			20
Evan Lish
		Greg Lenane				Josh Peters
3		Brenda Johnson		21
Benjamin Trapini
		Allison Gabriel			Jessica Tipton
4		Zachary Bentley			Samantha Ward
5		
Marianne Weid		
22
Bob Wuestenfeld
7		
Joyce Schrand		
23
Michael Gaus
8		Carolyn Ayers			Randy McClelland
		Kendall Moore			Christina Hays
		Brendan Schroder		24
Lee Wuestenfeld
9		Becky Mellon				Gage DeBoer
10		
Shawn Hagmeier		
25
Tom Winkeljohn
		Larry Snelling		27
Jennifer Trapini
12		Darren Hays			29
Janet Aden
		Chad Spalt			30
Robin Downs
		Julie Lane				Josh Dreyer
13		Curt Aden			31
Jerry Aden
		William Winkeljohn			Casey Kelley
		Brynn Duncheon			Joyce Disselhorst
14		Trevor Voss				Cady Beth Lyssy
15		Terri Hild			
					

December Anniversaries
15		
18		
19		
27		
29		

Trinity

Jerry & Barb Hagmeier
Matt & Allison Gabriel
Martin & Vicky Fleer
Frank & Beth Gault
Jerry & Janet Aden

United Church of Christ
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